
LATEST NEWS 
 

¶ Last month we hosted our 18th Annual Gala & Tennis 
ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ άwƛǾŜǊ hŀƪǎ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ /ƭǳōέ ŀƴŘ άDŀƭƭŜǊƛŀ 
!ǘƘƭŜǘƛŎ ϧ ¢Ŝƴƴƛǎ /ƭǳōέ ƛƴ Iƻǳǎǘƻƴ ¢·Φ ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
help of our devoted staff, instructors, students, co-
chairs  and the esteemed support of our honored 
guests, our event was a grand success.  
 
 

¶ CǊŀƴƪΩǎ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ /ǊŀǿŦƛǎƘ .ƻƛƭ ƻƴ aŀȅ оǊŘΦ 
!ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ CLΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ Y{YΣ ŀƭƭ ŜƴǘǊȅ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
generously donated to our foundation. We had students from 
Mayde Creek Elementary School, as well as our Houston CITYWIDE 
demo team, perform for the Crawfish Boil audience as just one 
way of showing our appreciation. 

 

¶ On May 5th Rachel's Challenge, one of our esteemed partners, 
ƘƻǎǘŜŘ άwŀŎƘŜƭϥǎ wŀƭƭȅέ ƛƴ CǊƛǎŎƻΣ ¢·Φ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
valiant endeavor to encourage kindness among students by 
having each person write an act of kindness on a paper link, then 
formed a chain that students carried as they paraded into the 
Pizza Hut Park stadium. The KSK Dallas CITYWIDE demo team 
and students from Ted Polk Middle School performed for the 
audience to support the cause of creating kindness and 
compassion in our schools. 

 
¶ On May 7th, our Houston CITYWIDE demo team 

performed at the Toyota Center stadium in 
downtown Houston during the Houston Aeros 
playoffs game. 

Learn more about KICKSTART KIDS by visiting us at www.kickstartkids.org  
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Photo taken by !ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊΩǎ CƛƴŜ tƻǊǘǊŀƛǘǎ 

http://www.rachelschallenge.org/
http://www.kickstartkids.org
http://www.alexandersportraits.com/
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DWDBTSHUD CHQDbSNQƚR 
MESSAGE BELT CEREMONIES 

Visit our website to see belt ceremony 
times & dates for schools near you! 

www.kickstartkids.org 

A TREMENDOUS THANKS TO FRANKńS 

INTERNATIONAL FOR THEIR GENEROUS 

DONATION OF $50,000 FROM THEIR 

28TH ANNUAL CRAWFISH BOIL 

With the help of our KSK administrative staff, 
instructors, performing students, co-chairs, 
auction item donors, and supporters of all kinds, 
I'm very pleased to say that our 18th annual Gala & 
Tennis event was a tremendous success! I was 
gratified and honored to see the exuberant 
support from our dear friends ς new and old ς who attended. With their 
help, I'm proud to announce we were able to sponsor over 78 students 
for one year, and raised a net total of almost $550,000 from our event! 
 
There are many people who worked extremely hard into making this 
event a success. As such, I would first like to express my sincerest 
gratitude to our co-chairs: Linda and Willie Chiang, Alice and Keith 
Mosing, Sherry & Bill Berry and Ms. Laura True for all of your persistent 
hard work and dedication to this event. I would also like to give a huge 
thanks to our development team: Mrs. Ginny Hargrave, Mrs. Tammy 
Benefiel, Mrs. Marissa Leach and Mrs. Pam Owens for putting together 
your collective efforts and pulling those late nights so that we could 
enjoy a fun and exciting event. Thanks also to Mrs. Linda Lorelle for 
serving as our gala MC. 
 
A special thanks also to Garcia middle school, Davila middle school, our 
Houston CITYWIDE demo team, KSK instructors and our amazingly 
talented KSK students for those grand performances both Friday night 
and Saturday morning. Your efforts were nothing short of phenomenal, 
and each of you should be very proud of the skills you've worked so 
hard to achieve. 
 
!ǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǳǊ ±LtΩǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƎŀƭŀΥ 
Patricia and Stuart Malin, Helen and Anand Amritraj, Vijay Amritraj, 
Bernie and Catrina Koppell. We thank you for your company, 
camaraderie, and support for KSK and our cause. 
 
A huge thanks to our musical entertainment, Mr. Danny Gokey and his 
band. Our guests were out of their seats and dancing until their heart's 
content, all because of your exemplary artistic talents, including your 
serenades to the two lucky auction winners. 
 
My heartfelt, personal thanks goes out especially to all the bidders, 

auction donors, in-kind donors, volunteers, supporters and child 

sponsors throughout our event. We understand the magnitude of your 

generosity, especially in economic times like these, so please know your 

support is doing so much for the good of our students, building strong 

moral character that will give them a future and a hope for years to 

come. 

One of the ways you can see the positive impact of our program is by 

attending one of our belt ceremonies. There you'll share in our students 

victory as they're rewarded for the skills learned in their training, and as 

they happily demonstrate for the audience what being a KICKSTART KID 

is all about. 

FRANKńS INTERNATIONAL CRAWFISH BOIL 

KSK Students from Mayde Creek Elementary, who performed at the event 

http://www.kickstartkids.org/belt_ceremonies.html
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Help KSK save costs by signing up to receive our newsletter by e - mail at www.kickstartkids.org  

18th Annual  

Gala & Tennis Event 
Cars lined up outside the River Oaks Country Club on a warm 
Friday evening as our 262 esteemed guests were greeted by the 
valet, then again in the main dining room by our KSK admin staff. 
Soon the room was filled with many of our dear friends and 
fellow cohorts; some for the first time, others returning as 
valued gala veterans. 
 
As everyone entered the ballroom, Mr. and Mrs. Norris 
approached the front to give our guests their most heartfelt 
welcome. After the Invocation by the Norris' chaplain, everyone 
enjoyed the delectable meals elegantly prepared by River Oak's 
exemplary chef and staff, from the first bite of fresh salad, to the 
savory chicken, tender beef, and even carmelized ice cream with 
pralines and pirouettes. During the meal, our guests were 
dazzled by the exciting martial arts performances of KSK 
students from Garcia and Davila middle schools, as well as our 
highly esteemed Houston CITYWIDE demo team. 
 
aǊΦ ŀƴŘ aǊǎΦ aƛƪŜ CƻǊǎƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ¢ŜŀƳ {ǇƛǊƛǘ 
Award for their truly invaluable support and innumerable 
contributions to our program. Mr. Angel Martinez, a graduate of 
the KSK program, took the stage shortly after to  tell of his 
amazing testimony and surprised us all with a $10,000 donation 
to KICKSTART KIDS as a way to give back to the program that 
gave him so much. 
 
As always, the room vibrantly came to life at the start of our live 
auction. Hands were raised, voices cheered, and smiles lit up the 
crowd as our spectacular live auction items made their way 
across the floor. Mr. and Mrs. Norris even surprised the 
audience with a few unique contributions of their own to 
compliment a few of the exquisite packages. 
 
The evening concluded with a marvelous performance from 
renown American Idol Finalist and musical entertainer Danny 
Gokey, who turned the ballroom floor into a full-out dance floor 
with his upbeat and enlivening talents. He even strolled onto the 
dance floor to swoon a few lucky auction item winners with a 
personal serenade. The evening came to a close shortly after, 
but the smiles remained well into the night. 
 
On Saturday morning, guests arrived at the Galleria Athletic and 
Tennis Club, refreshed, renewed, and ready to play tennis. 
Participants played while spectators watched from the second  

story interior balcony. Both KSK guests and casual tennis club  
members again watched the wondrous performances of Davila, 
Garcia, and CITYWIDE demo teams, shortly followed by the 
always-entertaining celebrity tennis tournament. Awards were 
exchanged, congratulations were expressed from Mr. and Mrs. 
Norris, new memories were made, new friendships gained, and, 
suffice to say, a good time was had by all. 
 

Help Support KICKSTART KIDS 

YL/Y{¢!w¢ YL5{ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ƎƛǾŜǎ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀ άƪƛŎƪ-
ǎǘŀǊǘέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ hǘƘŜǊ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ǘŜŀŎƘ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎ ƭƛƪŜ 
Math, English, Science and History, but equally important is 
developing a foundation of discipline and moral character in 
our children for the journey ahead. We believe in this cause, 
and we ask for your support by signing up for a donation of 
as little as $5, $10, or $15 to help us continue our mission. 
LǘΩǎ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀ BIG impact on the future 
for all of us. Please click the link below or go to our official 
website to make a donation: 

 

www.kickstartkids.org/donate.html 

SIGNING UP TAKES UNDER A 

MINUTE, BUT THE EFFECTS LAST A 

LIFETIME ! 

Help%20support%20KICKSTART%20KIDS%20by%20visiting%20us%20at%20www.kickstartkids.org
http://www.kickstartkids.org/donate.html


P H O T O S   T A K E N   B Y :   �$���/���(���;���$���1���'���(���5���·���6�������)���,���1���(�������3���2���5���7���5���$���,���7�������'���(���6���,���*���1  


