
LATEST NEWS 
 

 The school year has officially ended this month, but our 
students’ vigorous dedication to their training 
continues as we start our Summer programs in all 
schools across the state of Texas. These are specialized 
classes with unique training opportunities that allow 
our students to gain an even greater grasp on their 
abilities as a martial artist. 
 

 KICKSTART KIDS is expanding to Alvin Texas, with Harby 
Middle School to be our pilot school in Alvin ISD. We 
are also implementing our program at Jane Long Middle 
School in Bryan Texas. The implementation of our 
program will finalize before the beginning of the 2011-
2012 school year, leaving everyone at KSK both ready 
and excited for the events to unfold. 

 

 On June 16th, Pflugerville ISD recognized KSK students 
at a board meeting for both their success on our KSK 
tournament circuit and winning the title of State 
Champion in their particular divisions. Like them, we 
are proud of the achievements our students have 
made in the Pflugerville school district. 
 
 

 On May 14th, students competed in our official KSK 
State Championship tournament at Kelly Lane Middle 
School in Pflugerville TX. Competitors from all of our 
schools state-wide participated in hopes to win the 
title of State Champion. 
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KICKSTART KIDS 
Gives our Best Wishes to  

Ed Saenz 
Dear Friends, 
  
It is with sadness yet optimism that I write to inform you that I am transitioning from KICKSTART KIDS 
Executive Director to opening my own commercial martial arts school.  I’m sad, because I’m leaving all 
of you, but optimistic because I sincerely believe that God wants me to take this next step in life and I 
hope I will continue to see many of you in the years to come.  
 
There are not enough words to express my thanks to the Norris’s and all of you for making the past 
couple decades such a great joy and honor.  Together, we’ve all made an incredible difference in the 
lives of tens of thousands of children.   At the same time, we’ve had a lot of fun doing it.  
 
As I transition, I want you to know that I do so with 20 years of wonderful memories and thanks in my 
heart and mind to God for allowing me the honor and privilege of serving you and others around our 
great state of Texas and beyond. 
 
For the rest of my life, I will always cherish my time and work with you all in one of the finest children’s 
organizations in our country, KICKSTART KIDS.   

   
God bless you all, 

Dear Members of the KICKSTART KIDS Family, 
 
In support of Mr. Saenz ‘s decision to leave KSK, we write this letter to him and to 
all of you. After 20 years of service there are no adequate words to ever say thank-
you enough for all that Mr. Saenz has contributed to the Foundation. There is not 
any area within this organization that he has not somehow impacted for the better 
and has helped to build the solid structure needed for a legacy to be built for 
future generations of children. We promise to continue to live by that example and 
aspire to be the best we can be both within the organization itself and then passing 
those core beliefs and actions onto the children and all those we come into contact 
with every day. 
 
Mr. Saenz, we pray for much success and joy in this new chapter of your life and 
that you and Barbara will forever be a part of our KICKSTART KIDS family. 
 

With respect and eternal gratitude, 
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Director of instructor’s 
MESSAGE VISIT US ONLINE 

Learn more about KICKSTART KIDS and 
our mission by visiting us at: 

www.kickstartkids.org 

The school year may be over, but our 

KICKSTART KIDS Summer has just begun! 

Students get really excited around this time of 

year because Summer karate is a more 

specialized arrangement and an engaging 

variation from our traditional curriculum. On 

top of that, students look forward to field trips 

like Houston’s annual trip to the Splashtown 

water park (which was a huge amount of fun for them this year). It’s our 

way of letting the students relax and have a little fun—even get a 

refreshing break from the Summer heat. 

There have been many expansion opportunities for our program during 

this past year. One of them was introduced to us by Superintendent Dr. 

Fred Brent in the Alvin ISD region. Thanks to his support and the 

generous help of all the Alvin ISD administration, we’re pleased to say 

that our program will be implemented in their district at the beginning 

of the 2011-2012 school year. We’re kicking things off by starting our 

pilot program at Harby Middle School, and we couldn’t be more excited 

for the opportunity to connect with even more students in our local 

communities. Similarly, in Bryan TX, we will be opening a second 

program in Jane Long Middle School as a result of the overwhelming 

positive feedback and support we’ve received. I’d like to give a sincere 

thanks to new Bryan ISD Superintendent Dr. Thomas Wallis and the 

Bryan ISD administration staff for all their generous support and efforts 

to help make the implementation of KSK in Jane Long possible. 

Speaking of communities: on June 18th, our team in Dallas was 

surprised by a special appreciation party put on by supportive parents in 

recognition for all KSK has done to help their children. Everyone spent 

an afternoon of 

fun with 

waterslides, a 

bounce house, a 

hearty lunch and 

good company 

all around. 

Everyone here at 

KSK wanted to 

thank the 

parent’s who 

gave our Dallas 

instructors a real fun and exciting day to remember. 

Much is being done to pave the way for an even greater KSK program in 

the coming school year. Part of our continued growth is to find 

innovative ways to make our program more effective and exciting for 

our students, and the Summer is our time to do just that. We intend to 

make KICKSTART KIDS in 2011-2012  better than it’s ever been before! 

Help Support KICKSTART KIDS 

KICKSTART KIDS literally gives middle school students a “kick-
start” in the right direction. Other classes teach subjects like 
Math, English, Science and History, but equally important is 
developing a foundation of discipline and moral character in 
our children for the journey ahead. We believe in this cause, 
and we ask for your support by investing in our cause with  
as little as $5, $10, or $15 to help us continue our mission. 
It’s a small amount that makes a BIG impact on the future 
for all of us. Please click the link below or go to our official 
website to make a difference now: 
 

kickstartkids.org/donate 

http://www.kickstartkids.org/
http://www.kickstartkids.org/donate
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MEET THE KICKSTART KIDS ADMINISTRATION STAFF  

Chairman & Co -Chairman  

Chuck Norris 
Gena Norris 

  
 

Houston TX Office  
3800 N. Shepherd Street, Suite 3800B 
Houston, TX 77018 
Phone (713) 868-6003 
Fax (713) 880-1279 
www.kickstartkids.org 

 
John Kurek 
Director of Instructors 

Ginny Hargrave 
Director of Administration 

Doug Weaver 
Director of Finance 

Tammy Benefiel 
Community & Development 
Associate 
 
Jesse DuBord 
Multimedia Specialist 

  

  

  

Roy White 
Houston City Leader 
 

Joey Nelson 
Dallas City Leader 
 

Louis McKay 
Central Texas Area Leader 
 

Marissa Leach 
Community Development Manager 

 
Pam Owens 
Central Texas Community Development 
Manager  

 

  


