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¶ tŦƭǳƎŜǊǾƛƭƭŜΩǎ нƴŘ vǳŀƭƛŦƛŜǊ ǘƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ 
on March 5th at Dessau Middle School in Pflugerville, 
TX. The tournament begins at 8:30am.  

 
¶ IƻǳǎǘƻƴΩǎ нƴŘ vǳŀƭƛŦƛŜǊ ǘƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻƴ 

February 26th at Stafford Middle School in Stafford, TX. 
The tournament begins at 9:00am.  
 

¶ 5ŀƭƭŀǎΩ нƴŘ vǳŀƭƛŦƛŜǊ ǘƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻƴ 
February 26th at Crockett Middle School in Richmond, 
TX. The tournament begins at 8:30am. 

 

¶ KICKSTART KIDS would cordially like to welcome the 
following  new members to our Houston advisory 
board: Ms. Stacy Benton, Mrs. Cathy Fitzpatrick 
Cleary, Mr. Zachary Fertitta, Mrs. Nancy Moody, and 
Ms. Laura True. 
 

¶ Our special events staff and co-chairs have been very 
busy in preparation for our upcoming 18th annual 
Gala & Tennis  event. (Pg. 2) 

 
 
 

Help support KICKSTART KIDS by visiting us at www.kickstartkids.org  

http://www.alexandersportraits.com/


18th Annual 

Gala & Tennis  

Event 

KSK PERFORMS 

From celebrity-autographed 

materials, gift certificates, 

hunting rifles, and even 

vacation get-aways, we 

receive exemplary items 

that are auctioned off  by a 

live auctioneer that will have 

you at the edge of your seat. 
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DWDBTSHUD CHQDbSNQƚR 
MESSAGE 
 

We have the privilege of welcoming five new 
members to our Houston advisory board. 
They will be helping local communities 
connect with our organization and addressing 
specific needs to potential KSK supporters 
throughout Houston. I would like to personally welcome aboard 
Ms. Stacy Benton, Mrs. Cathy Cleary, Mr. Zack Fertitta, Mrs. 
Nancy Moody and Ms. Laura True to the KICKSTART KIDS Team. 
 
Despite recent weather conditions, preparations for our 18th 
annual Gala & Tennis event continue to push forward. Our 
special events committee has been working diligently to make 
ǘƘƛǎ Dŀƭŀ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ƘŀŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ Y{Y ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ 
excited for yet another opportunity to perform for our guests and 
showcase the skills & impact the program has instilled in their 
lives. 
 
For the past 17 years, this event has allowed us at KSK to receive 
generous support in many different forms. One of them has been 
the friendships our administrative staff and instructors have 
developed with our esteemed guests each year. I am no 
exception, and I personally look forward to seeing everyone again 
for a time of purpose-driven fun and entertainment.  

Heartfelt Musician and American Idol Finalist Danny 
DƻƪŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ƭƛǾŜ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
gala at River Oaks Country Club. 

Learn more about Danny Gokey at dannygokey.com 

AUCTION 

River Oaks Country Club 

serves some of the finest 

and most delectable dishes 

Houston has to offer. From 

appetizers to desserts, every 

succulent course is 

guaranteed to be rich in 

flavor and quality. 

DINING 

Entertainment  

by 

Danny  

Gokey 

TENNIS 

Guests will be able to 

participate in our tennis 

tournament at the Galleria 

Athletic & Tennis Club. 

Viewers are in for a treat 

Saturday when a group of 

our finest KSK students will 

be performing custom-

ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŘŜƳƻΩǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ 

guests and spectators. 
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SCHOOL HIGHLIGHT 

Hogg Middle School, Houston, TX  

(left) Rigoberto Cardenas, 2001  

CALL 713.868.6003 TO RSVP  

(right) Rigoberto Cardenas,  2009 
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By Rigoberto Cardenas 
KICKSTART KIDS Instructor 

 
My name is Rigoberto Cardenas Jr. I am a Hogg middle school 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΣ ōƭŀŎƪ ōŜƭǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ IƻƎƎΩǎ LƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
past 9 years. I have competed in many tournaments, and have 
5 Chun Kuk Do world Championship titles, all of which I owe to 
YL/Y{¢!w¢ YL5{Φ LΩǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜŜƴ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ 
Iƻǳǎǘƻƴ ƛƴ ǇǳǊǎǳƛǘ ƻŦ ŀ ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ƛƴ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΣ  ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
completing my courses this semester. 
 
Hogg Middle School is one of the four original schools that 
implemented KSK in 1992, and I was one of its original 
students. Hogg has always been a very competitive school 
both within the KICKSTART KIDS organization and throughout 
other martial arts institutions. When I first began as an 
instructor at Hogg, KSK had a trophy for the most student 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ Y{Y ǘƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘǎΦ 9ŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊΣ LΩǾŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƻǾŜǊ ул 
students, and after the first 3 years they stopped awarding the 
trophy (I like to believe it was because Hogg made it difficult 
for other schools to win).  
 
We have produced many local, state, and even world 
champions, but if you think that all we concentrate on in the 
classroom is martial arts, you would be pleasantly surprised. 
We not only concentrate on the competitions, but on 
education as well. We have had many of our students go on to 
college, and although KSK may not have been the sole reason 
for this, I believe it had a strong enough impact on their lives 
that it has encouraged them to do so.  


